	Lab Report Criteria and Grading Rubric


	Part of Lab
	Description
	Worth

	Title
	Name of lab
	2 pts

	Date
	The date the lab was done
	1 pt

	Group Members
	Who did you work with?
	2 pts

	Purpose
	Why are we doing this lab?
	10 pts

	Hypothesis
	What you believe the outcome will be.
	15 pts

	Data Tables and Charts
	What information did you collect during lab?
	15 pts

	Analysis of the Data
	Calculations, graphs, and explanation of the data.
	25pts

	Conclusion
	See below for details.  
	30 pts

	
	Total Points
	100 pts


Conclusion

The conclusion section is one of the most important parts of the lab from a scientific viewpoint.  This is where you report your findings and this is where I will get an impression of how well you understood the lab.  The section should be concise and free of your opinion unless I ask for it.  I will be looking for the following elements in your conclusion:

1. The purpose is readdressed.

2. A summary of the procedure is mentioned.  Do not give me step-by-step procedures here; just tell me how the procedure allowed you to achieve your purpose.

3.  Your data is included.  For qualitative data I expect to see descriptions in your conclusions.  For quantitative labs, I need to see the important numbers you recorded.  I don’t want you to rewrite your entire data table here, just give e final values or range of final values.

4. Discuss your analysis.  Explain your data, graphs, and give the significance of your calculations.

5. Sources of error will be discussed.  You are human, and you are using very standard equipment.  You will have error in virtually every lab you do.  Tell me where your error comes from, how it affects your data, and give suggestions to how it could be avoided.  If asked quantify the error by using % error calculations.

6. Confirm or discount your hypothesis based on the analysis of your data. 

Warning: Your first lab reports will be graded with high standards.  Pay close attention to your point deductions so you will not repeat your mistakes throughout the year.  Learn early and prosper.

